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the mobilization of his country's army. General mobiliza-
tion of the continental armies took place in the following
order: Serbia, Russia, Austria, France and Germany. Gen*
eral mobilization by a Great Power was commonly inter-
preted by military men in every country, though perhaps
not by Sir Edward Grey, the Tsar, and some civilian offi-
cials, as meaning that the country was on the point of
making war,—that the military machine had begun to move
and would not be stopped. Hence, when Germany learned
of the Russian general mobilization, she sent ultimatums
to St. Petersburg and Paris, warning that German mobil-
ization would follow unless Russia suspended hers within
twelve hours, and asking what would be the attitude of
France. The answers being unsatisfactory, Germany then
mobilized and declared war. It was the hasty Russian gen-
eral mobilization, assented to on July 29 and ordered on
July 30, while Germany was still trying to bring Austria
to accept mediation proposals, which finally rendered the
European War inevitable,
Russia was partly responsible for the Austro-Serbian
conflict because of the frequent encouragement which she
had given at Belgrade—that Serbian national unity would
be ultimately achieved with Russian assistance at Austrian
expense. This had led the Belgrade Cabinet to hope for
Russian support in case of a war with Austria, and the hope
did not prove vain in July, 1914* Before this, to be sure,
In the Bosnian Crisis and during the Balkan Wars, Russia
had put restraint upon Serbia, because Russia, exhausted
by the effects of the Russo-Japanese War, was not yet ready
for a European struggle with the Teutonic Powers, But in
1914 her armaments, though not yet completed, had made
such progress that the militarists were confident of suc-
cess, if they had French and British support. In the spring
of 1914, the Minister of War, Sukhomlinov, had published
an article in a Russian newspaper, though without signing

